
T
here I w

as in the m
iddle of P.C

W
orld and all you could hear w

as
som

eone 
scream

ing, 
crying 

and
kicking 

up 
quite 

a 
fuss 

and 
it

carried on like this until m
y w

ife
finally gave in and let m

e buy an
iB

ook and I have been in Seventh
H

eaven since that tim
e.  It goes

everyw
here w

ith m
e and does it

turn som
e heads- this is partly due

to the fact that I had to settle for
the tangerine coloured one as no
body can get hold of the bondi
blue ones for love nor m

oney. T
he

other reason that it gets so m
uch

attention 
is 

thanks 
to 

M
acO

S 
9

and 
the 

sheer 
speed 

of 
the

m
achine: 

I 
sit 

it 
next 

to 
the

W
indow

s m
achines at w

ork and
w

ith 
only 

32m
b 

of 
R

A
M

 
and

virtual m
em

ory turned on it still
outstrips them

 on basic com
puter

w
ork such as w

ord processing and
data base w

ork and I keep telling
them

 
that 

once 
I 

get 
another

128m
b 

of 
R

A
M

 
in 

to 
it 

I 
w

ill
really show

 them
 w

hat it can do,
but all is not perfect in the iB

ook
w

orld: I find the keyboard a bit
flat but this is probably due to the
fact that I have alw

ays w
orked on

desktop M
acs in the past and I

think 
the 

32 
m

b 
of 

R
A

M
 

that
com

es as standard  a bit m
ean on

A
pples part, considering M

acO
S 9

needs 
at 

least 
26 

m
b 

to 
run.

T
here’s no m

icrophone built in so
no speech recognition or speech
controlled security for an iB

ook
ow

ner and as for the screen it’s
sharp clear and w

onderful to view
w

ith no eye strain. Y
et but going

by the dim
ensions of the lid they

could have m
ade the screen 14.1

inches instead of 12.1. B
ut even

w
ith 

these 
I 

w
ouldn’t 

say 
they

w
ere 

faults 
but 

rather 
personal

niggles- 
I 

think 
the 

iB
ook 

is 
a

really 
good 

product 
because 

the
build 

quality 
is 

everything 
you

w
ould expect from

 A
pple and as

for the design w
hat can I say- it’s

a 
very 

touchy 
feely 

thing,
everyone w

ho sees it for the first
tim

e alw
ays has to com

e over and
run their hands over the casing.
A

ll of its connection ports are so
easily 

accessible 
positioned 

all
dow

n 
the 

left 
side 

in 
little

recesses, no door flaps to brake off
and the sound output for a laptop
is 

really 
quite 

surprising. 
M

y
advice on buying one is you m

ust

really consider w
hat you w

ant to
do w

ith your m
achine: if it’s just

letter w
riting or running a club that

puts out a new
sletter then   I think

the iB
ook is a perfect m

achine for
you because of its sm

all size and
of course its portability, but if you
are 

looking 
for 

a 
graphics 

or 
a

gam
es 

m
achine 

then 
you 

should
look 

at 
either 

the 
iM

ac 
or 

G
4

range of desktop m
achines but for

everything else I think you can’t
go far w

rong w
ith an iB

ook . For
those of you w

ho w
ould like to try

a portable out but can’t w
arrant the

expense 
involved 

you 
could

alw
ays buy a second hand older

m
achine: 

to 
this 

end 
our 

w
eb

m
aster N

ick D
orm

or has w
ritten a

very 
good 

article 
on 

just 
this

subject 
and 

after 
reading 

both
articles I hope w

e have been able
to give you the confidence to go
portable if you are toying w

ith the
idea.

Paul M
ason

G
etting B

ack T
o Y

our
R

oots
Its 

very 
easy 

these 
days 

to 
get

caught in the upgrade trap, every
few

 
m

onths 
A

pple 
bring 

out 
a

new
er, faster and m

ore desirable
m

achine that you m
ust have. O

r
new

er 
versions 

of 
softw

are 
and

gam
es are released that need faster

m
achines and the latest O

S to run

them
.

B
ut do you really need the latest

and 
greatest? 

I 
m

yself, 
love

gadgets! 
I’ve 

got 
a 

Perform
a

5400/G
3 240, a Pow

erbook G
3, a

M
ac Plus, a Pow

erbook duo 230
and accessories, 2 scanners and a
Palm

 V
. I’d love a G

4 and A
pple

studio display, but do I need one?
T

he answ
er of course is no. M

y
w

ife uses the Perform
a for college

w
ork and the internet, I use m

y G
3

Pow
erbook 

for 
w

eb 
design,

photography, internet and finance -
tasks that both m

achines are m
ore

than capable of w
hilst running O

S
8.6.
So instead of looking forw

ard w
hy

not look back? T
he M

ac has a very
rich and interesting history that is
very 

w
ell 

supported 
on 

the 
net.

T
here are literally hundreds of w

eb
sites out there dedicated to using
older 

m
achines 

and 
system

s. 
A

good 
place 

to 
start 

if 
you’re

interested 
is

w
w

w
.low

endm
ac.com

, 
despite 

its
nam

e it covers all m
achines old

and new
 and has several links to

other useful w
eb sites.

B
ut the thing that got m

e into old
M

acs 
happened 

w
hilst 

I 
w

as
looking at a m

onitor for a friend.
H

is 
study 

w
as 

like 
a 

shrine 
to

M
acintosh, 

m
odels 

from
 

all 
eras

looking 
for 

good 
hom

es! 
W

e
pulled 

a 
dusty 

M
ac 

Plus 
of 

the
shelf and fired it up - w

ith a floppy
disk! It w

as am
azing, sitting there

P
o

rta
b

le
 D

re
a
m

s



quite 
happily, 

silently 
running

system
 6.0.8, I w

as hooked. It had
an 

alm
ost 

zen 
like 

appearance
w

hich 
echoed 

A
pples 

design
philosophy at the tim

e of less is
m

ore.
A

 M
ac Plus isn’t really pow

erful
enough 

for 
m

ost 
peoples 

needs.
W

ith no hard disk, an 800k floppy
drive and 1 M

B
 if ram

, its only
really 

of 
any 

use 
for 

w
ord

processing 
and 

perhaps 
hom

e
accounts and you really need an
apple 

printer 
as 

the 
drivers 

are
built in to the O

S. B
ut an SE

/30,
now

 
there's 

a 
m

achine 
to 

be
reckoned w

ith.. 68030 processor,
FPU

 
and 

the 
ability 

to 
take

128M
B

 of ram
, A

D
B

, SC
SI and

internal 
expansion 

slot, 
its 

quite
im

pressive. 
 

I 
bought 

one 
w

ith
8M

B
 of ram

 and a 40 M
B

 H
ard

D
isk!

T
hey 

don’t 
take 

up 
m

uch 
desk

space 
and 

despite 
the 

9 
inch

screen, are very usable. I had m
ine

for a couple of m
onths and in that

tim
e 

I 
ran 

system
 

7.1, 
Q

uark
E

xpress 
3.11, 

W
ord 

5.1, 
C

laris
W

orks 
3, 

E
udora 

light 
and

N
etscape N

avigator 2, plus loads
of gam

es that I dow
nloaded of the

net. A
ll ran fine and I w

as able to
print to m

y E
pson Stylus 700 no

problem
 at all. If you’re short of

cash 
and 

need 
a 

m
achine 

that
doesn’t take up m

uch space and
can live w

ith a black and w
hite

screen, 
the 

SE
/30 

w
ill 

happily

satisfy your needs.
B

ut being a G
adget m

an, it just
w

asn’t 
cool 

enough! 
I 

love
pow

erbooks, 
its 

so 
satisfying

being 
able 

to 
use 

your 
M

ac
anyw

here you like. Shut the lid
and it goes to sleep, next tim

e you
w

ant to use it just hit a key and
you’re 

up 
and 

running 
- 

in
seconds, 

exactly 
w

here 
you 

left
off! So w

hen I saw
 an advert on

the 
m

ac 
new

sgroups 
for 

a
Pow

erbook 
D

uo 
230 

- 
SE

/30
sw

ap, 
I 

didn’t 
hesitate. 

A
 

w
eek

later I w
as in proud possession of

an im
m

aculate D
uo 230 com

plete
w

ith m
ini dock and floppy drive!

T
he duo is so sm

all and perfectly
crafted 

it 
m

akes 
m

y 
G

3
Pow

erbook look like a m
onolith.

Its about the sam
e size as an A

4
jotter 

pad 
and 

w
eighs 

virtually
nothing. Its a credit to the build
quality 

of 
A

pple 
m

achines 
that

even 
after 

6 
years, 

it 
feels 

like
new

. T
he screen is  still tight, the

keys positive and even the battery
lasts over an hour on a 2 hour
charge.
Its an absolute joy to use, I can
slip it in m

y rucksack and forget
about it, try that w

ith m
y G

3 and
you feel like you’ve been dow

n
the gym

! Installed is system
 7.5.5

and 
O

pen 
T

ransport/PPP, 
I’ve

used 
N

etscape 
N

avigator 
2 

and
E

udora 
light 

to 
connect 

to 
the

internet 
and 

send 
em

ail. 
C

laris
w

orks takes care of the business

applications, PG
A

 tour takes care
of entertainm

ent. A
ll I need to do

now
 is install quicken and I’ve got

m
yself a very useful m

achine that
I can literally take anyw

here!
Just to prove how

 useful this little
m

achine is, I’ve w
ritten this article

on it using C
laris W

orks and I w
ill

em
ail 

it 
to 

Paul 
using 

m
y 

Pace
pocket 

m
odem

. 
A

ll 
done 

w
hilst

sitting in m
y conservatory (I’d of

liked to have been sitting in the
garden but its a bit cold this tim

e
of year!).
In conclusion - w

hile its nice to
have 

the 
latest 

and 
fastest

m
achine/softw

are that m
oney can

buy, its not absolutely necessary.
Y

ou can quite easily enjoy M
acs

on a budget using a low
 cost, older

m
achine and run earlier versions

of softw
are - a lot of w

hich are
now

 FR
E

E
!

B
uy a copy of Free A

ds or look on
the 

new
sgroups, 

you’ll 
be

surprised at the bargains that are
out there!

N
ick D

orm
or, W

ebm
aster

(next 
m

onth 
- 

w
eb 

design 
for

beginners!)

F
eedback

W
e 

have 
had 

quite 
a 

few
 

new
m

em
bers in the last few

 m
onths and a

few
 of them

 com
m

ented  that they
w

ould like to have a feedback section
in the new

sletters. Personally I am
 all

for this -w
e w

elcom
e all feedback on

any subject or any article you have
read in our new

sletters or any other
M

ac m
agazine. W

e w
ould also like to

rem
ind our m

em
bers that this is their

club and if they feel like voicing there
feelings they are m

ost w
elcom

e to in
the pages of this new

sletter, also if
you 

ever 
feel 

the 
urge 

to 
w

rite 
a

colum
n 

for 
our 

new
sletter 

your
contributions 

w
ould 

be 
m

ost
w

elcom
e, 

and 
don’t 

forget 
the

feedback page on the w
eb site!

Paul M
ason, E

ditor
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